Notes of Lake Council Meeting of November 30, 2005

Present: Lillian DeBeech, Jen Fava, Tedor Whitman, Bruce Barber, Linda Cooper, Dan Thaler, Adam Edelstein, Gill Tritter, Peggy Derevlany, Denis Horbatuk, Glen Johnson.

Old Business: Review of 2005:

Creation of Lake Council: The Lake Council was created as an organization open to anyone or any group which is dedicated to the improvement of the lakes and ponds within the Town of Yorktown. Residents of the following lake communities have  attended Lake Council meetings in 2005:

Junior Lake

Sparkle Lake

Mohegan Lake

Shrub Oak Lake

Lake Osceola

Lakes at Jefferson Village

Lakes at Canterbury Crossing

Teatown Lake

The council determined that priorities for this past year (2005) would include development of a waterfowl management plan and public education.

Water Fowl Management

A waterfowl management plan was developed which includes the following non-lethal methods of controls:

Waterfowl Ordinance: a draft ordinance will be circulated which will propose to prohibit feeding of certain species of waterfowl within wetland and wetland buffer areas. This is in response to concerns expressed by the Town Board when an earlier ordinance proposal encompassed the entire area of the town. Draft ordinance will be introduced at the 1/10/06 Town Board work session.

Waterfowl information: a public information letter was contained in the Yorktown Parks and Recreation brochure regarding waterfowl feeding. 

Physical Barriers: geese fencing has been installed at Junior Lake and naturalized buffers have been installed at Jefferson Village. Both methods continue to be monitored for effectiveness.

Signs: public information signs may be installed at participating lakes. Participating lakes may order signs through 2/1/06.

Border Collies: meeting to be held on 12/5/05 with consultant who uses border collies to reduce geese populations.

Public Relations


News letter has been developed.


Web site is in the process of being completed


Logo developed and adopted.


Lake Council information appeared at the 2005 Grange Fair


T-shirts with logos printed.

New Business:

Water fowl Management:

Draft ordinance language will be emailed. Draft ordinance will be presented at Town Board work session on Jan 10, 2006 at Town Hall. The Lake Council will meet at 7:00 pm prior to that work session. The ordinance will be advertised for public hearing on Jan 17, 2006 and the public hearing will be on Feb 7, 2006. Please inform interested members of your associations so they may attend and provide input.

The waterfowl feeding flyer will again be included in the Parks and Recreation brochure.

.

Publicity:

Signs 

Barber said he had been in contact with woodworking instructor who is willing to provide wooden signs which explained prohibition of waterfowl feeding and which can be installed in parks and on beaches at $20.00 each.  Barber asked that if people wanted signs at their lakes to contact him by February 1, so that we know how many to have made.  Barber said he would send out a prototype of the signs for people to see.

Web Page 

Derevlany explained that the she had bought the Domain name and that she could get the Page started but did not have the time to design and run it.  She said Carla Chase of the Pennysaver Corporation was willing host it for the nominal fee of $50.00 a year.  It was agreed that this was a generous offer and we should accept it. Barber said he believed Mike Lanier had been excited at the idea of running the Web Page and that he and Tritter would make renewed efforts to contact him.

TV Interview

Cooper suggested a TV interview with two members of the Lake Council as a way of reaching out to the public. Tritter said she would work on a press release as soon as we had a functional Web Site.

Outreach

Cooper said that she had attended a Potluck Supper at Mohegan Lake and that she understood these dinners were a feature of many Lake Associations.  Derevlany invited all to attend Sparkle Lake’s Holiday Potluck Party on December 3rd!  Several other people agreed with Cooper that “Lake Get-togethers” where the public or at least other Lake Groups could be invited might be a helpful way to reach more people with lake interests.

Shirts

Cooper brought in t-shirts with the Lake Council logo.  They will be sold at $15.00 each and so provide a small source of income.  Several members purchased shirts.

Plans for 2006

In addition to continuing the waterfowl management plan, public education and outreach programs the council indicated interest in the following areas in 2006:

Training

There is a basic need for training so that we can equip people to collect basic data about our lakes and watercourses.  Barber was in touch with the County and spoke with Susan Darling (Department of Environmental Planning) who will co-ordinate a training program with FOLA (Federation of Lake Associations) and also supply $200.00 to purchase equipment and supplies for qualifying programs. Whitman, from Teatown, said they were willing to host a program and could handle up to 80 people. The County indicated that they preferred to do such a program in late April-Early May and participants would then be responsible for performing 8 tests at stated intervals in their own lakes and would submit the information to FOLA who would collect and analyze data. Horbatuk said there was usually a FOLA conference the 1st week-end in May near Colgate University and he recommended it highly. He added that Randal Duggan, from Mohegan Lake had done training for and that Mohegan Lake had 6 or 7 years of data compiled.

Point Source Pollution

A priority for all lakes was compiling data on point discharges into the lakes. Horbatuk agreed, but said once identified, the next stage is putting in retention basins to clean water coming, for instance, off roads. A proposal that had been forwarded to Barber from an engineering firm to conduct stormwater analysis at Lake Mohegan was reviewed. Once point sources are identified, corrective measures may be designed and implemented. Horbatuk added that one major problem for Mohegan Lake was that once it had been 80 feet deep, now it was 18 feet deep and dredging the silt out would be a huge project.

Grant Writing

One way to deal with large projects would be to find suitable grants being offered and write proposals for them.  The Lake Council as a group would be more attractive as a grant recipient to many organizations than a single lake association. Grant identification and writing should be a priority for 2006.

Additional Discussion

DeBeech from Canterbury Crossing said that their concerns were that the two lakes at Canterbury were now much shallower, in places turning into swamp and the residents wanted to have a fountain/aeration. 

Horbatuk said in Mohegan Lake the aeration project had been run and managed by Johnson and had been very successful in reducing fish kills and enabling large fish to survive in the lake.  This past summer there had been one small fish kill of approximately 200 fish, in the past fish kills had run in the thousands in hot summer weather. 

Homework

Everyone should be ready to discuss at the next meeting what are the goals for their lakes such as:

Boating, swimming, sailing, canoeing, fishing (stocking with fish), nature/educational trails, bird/wildlife watching, etc.

Barber will work with GIS to prepare a map which will depict Yorktown’s Lakes.

Please try to attend January 10, 2005 pre-Town Board work session meeting regarding waterfowl ordinance at 7:00 pm in Town Hall. 

Next proposed regular meeting: Wednesday, January 25, 2005, 7:30 pm.

Please e-mail Tritter and indicate if date/time is convenient at: (Conservation@yorktownny.org).

